
Y6 newsletter
We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a
happy new year and to thank parents and carers for their
support during the Autumn Term.  We are very much looking

forward to the term ahead, which promises to be incredibly busy
and packed with stimulating, motivating and fun learning experiences,

and preparing the year 6 pupils for their SATs which take place the week beginning Monday
13th May 2019.  The Spring Term is OUR LEARNING POWERHOUSE where pupils can make
accelerated progress in their learning and accept the responsibility for making EVERY DAY
count.

We have included general information about the term below, however should you have any
queries then please contact Mrs Watts, Ms Reynolds or Mr Tudor by either making an
appointment or dropping in after school.  Once again our best wishes for the New Year and
thank you for your continuing support.
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EPIC
Our topic this term is ‘The Game of Survival’ with the focus
being on human and animal behaviours in extreme
situations. Our three questions to investigate over the term
are:

• How do animals adapt and survive in different
environments?

• How do humans adapt and survive in different
environments?

•   What would survival look like in different environments?

ENGLISH
We will be covering a number of different non-fiction and
fiction genres this term, including
‘Frogdog’ (a factual report about our
own devised hybrid animal), our very
own Ray Mears themed Survival Guide
and linking our writing as much as
possible to our chosen novel ‘Kensuke’s
Kingdom ’ by Michael Morpurgo. Most
of our fiction and non-fiction texts will
continue to be taught and learned
through the storytelling and writing
process, with great emphasis being placed on retelling and
being orally confident with a text before using it as a model
for writing.  

SPELLING, PUNCTUATION &
GRAMMAR (SPaG)
Six SPaG study weeks have been planned for this term. During
each study week the SPaG lessons will have a particular focus
on different aspects of grammar including classes
of words (verbs, nouns, adverbs etc), the use of
punctuation, sentence types and construction.
Additionally, guided spelling will take place
daily for 15 minutes, when pupils will be
taught spelling rules and reinforce them with
a range of interactive and fun activities. It is
then expected that your child uses these spelling
rules in all areas of learning! At the start of each
half term, pupils will bring home a list of  words to learn and
will be quizzed on these words on Fridays. The focus will be
on setting personal bests and trying our very best.

MATHS
Our maths learning this term will cover
many of the different areas of the
curriculum with a particular focus on:

Number including:
•   properties of number
•   negative numbers
•   number sequences
•   estimating
•   rounding and place value
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Space and measures including: 
•   2D and 3D shapes
•   symmetry
•   area and perimeter 

Statistics (interpreting information and data in charts and
graphs) will also be covered.

Pupils will regularly be given opportunities to develop their
calculation strategies (multiplication, division, addition and
subtraction). As much as possible pupils will be able to apply
their learning to real life contexts and constantly reinforce
their reasoning skills, making the learning both meaningful
and relevant.

GUIDED READING
In daily guided reading sessions we will study our chosen
book ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by unpicking the plot, exploring
characters and getting to grips with the author’s use of
language as well as using text evidence and learning how to
back up our opinions using the information read. We will be
using an approach to reading comprehension called- VIPERS. 

It is the expectation that children visit ‘The Hive’ regularly
and are encouraged to have 1 fiction and 1 non-fiction book
to take home. As part of home learning children are expected
to read aloud to somebody at home at least twice a week
and reach their target pages of 10 pages daily. Please
contact us if there are any issues with reading. We have also
attached a list of age appropriate texts/books for Year 6.

SATS 2019
Year 6 children will take their SAT tests in the week of Monday
13th May to Thursday 16th May inclusive. The children take
tests in English and Mathematics. The tests are sent away to
be marked and the papers and results are sent back to school
before the Summer holiday.

The timetable for the week is as follows:

The following ideas can help you support your child. It is
important to stress that you do not need to do any tests with
your child.

Tips for helping with SATs preparation:

1. Talk about the SATs and tell them not worry about them.
The school will also do this, too, but it makes a bigger impact
if school and parents do this together. Children perform best
when they are relaxed.

2. Reading is a key part of primary education so keep
encouraging daily reading whether your child reads on their
own or if you read together. Discuss the books, the
characters, the storylines and encourage your child to express
their own opinions on the book. This is important to their
long term development as well as SATs quiz.

3. Playing mental games including card games, Uno,
Monopoly and dominoes all help with maths. Whereas
games like hangman, Boggle or Scrabble will support with
english.

4. Use the revision guides available to revisit previous
learning. 

5. Try to keep everything else running normally. So whether
its sport, music lessons or Scouts and Guides; sticking to your
normal routine of out of school activities demonstrates to
your child that SATs are not the be and end all of year 6.

6. Stay positive. Many children enjoy taking the quizzes as
they see it as a challenge and like the importance and the
feeling of being special that SATs give year 6.

Remember these quizzes are a snapshot of some aspects of
your child’s education. The most important thing is to give
your child lots of praise as they will be doing their very best.
In school, we will be giving pupils experience of SAT style
question and quiz papers as part of their daily lessons with
some practice papers to get a feel of the timing of the
quizzes. We will constantly remind children to use ipsative
referencing (setting personal bests) and reach their own
learning goals, avoiding comparing themselves to others.

Date Activity

Mon 13th May
English grammar, punctuation and 
spelling- papers 1 and 2

Tue 14th May English reading

Wed 15th May Maths- papers 1 and 2

Thur 16th May Maths- paper 3



You may also find the following sites useful for revision:

BBC revisewise:
www.bbc.com/education/levels/zbr9wmn

Primary Homework Help
www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk

Crickweb:
www.crickweb.co.uk/Key-Stage-2.html

Timestable Rockstars - LOGIN NEEDED (in diaries)
ttrockstars.com/login

Mathletics - LOGIN NEEDED (in diaries)
uk.mathletics.com

SPAG.com - LOGIN NEEDED (in diaries)
www.spag.com

PE
All year 6 classes have PE on Monday and Wednesday this
term. It is essential that children bring a full PE kit to change
into every single week and we recommend that PE kits are
taken home to be washed every Friday.

Children with long hair must bring a hair band to tie it back,
for health and safety reasons, and all jewellery must be
removed. Please bring in an envelope or small box for any
earrings to be put into to keep them clean.

HOME LEARNING
The government recommendation for homework for a year
6 child is 30 minutes a night. All year 6
pupils will have received their
revision books and their practise
books for SPAG (spelling,
punctuation and grammar),
Maths and Reading. 

As discussed during the autumn
term’s parental consultations,
home learning will be pre
taught in class and we will
continue to send pupils
home every Friday with
the home learning to be handed in
on the following Friday. This
gives pupils the flexibility in
creating a revision routine that
they can work with which
includes the weekend. 

Study books need to be brought in to school every Friday so
that they can be marked and any mis-conceptions clarified
before new homelearning is set.

EPIC LAUNCH DAY
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SURVIVAL
Launch Day: Survival 

Outcome: Taking part in a 
micro adventure

Science
● Make accurate measurements using standard units 

using a range of equipment e.g. thermometers and data 
loggers.

● Identify how animals and plants are suited to and adapt 
to their environment in different ways. 

● Identify that animal’s need the right amount of 
nutrition, and that they cannot make their own food and 
they get nutrition from what they eat.  

● Give reasons for classifying animals based on specific 
characteristics. 

● Recognise that environments are constantly changing 
and that this can sometimes pose dangers to specific 
habitats. 

● Compare and group materials together.  
● Examine the properties of materials using various tests

History
● Learn about Charles Darwin’s pioneering expedition 

onboard HMS Beagle. 
● Find out more about Shackelton’s Antarctic 

expeditions.
● Investigate the extensive contributions Mary Anning 

made to the science of paleontology.
● Learn more about the primatologist Jane Goodall 

and her work with primates.

Cross-Curricular Maths
● Computing- understand binary number system and the 

language of computers.
● PE - using physiological measurements and creating and 

interpreting graphs and charts.
Geography 

Locational knowledge: Identify the position and 
significance of the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night)

Human and physical geography: describe and 
understand the key aspects of the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water; 
economic activity including trade links

Use fieldwork to observe and record the human and 
physical features of the local area using digital 
technologies.

DT
● Generate and develop ideas through annotated 

sketches.
● Select from and use a wider range of tools and 

equipment to perform practical tasks accurately.
● Evaluate ideas and products against own design criteria.

Writing
● Write a factual report about our own devised hybrid 

animal.
● Write our very own Ray Mears themed Survival Guide.
● Link our writing as much as possible to our chosen novel 

‘Kensuke’s Kingdom ’ by Michael Morpurgo. 
● Write a survival story.

Music
● Improvise and compose campfire music.
● Appreciate and understand a wide range of campfire 

songs (repeated patterns).
● Use voices expressively and creatively, adding body 

percussion to develop music.

Art
● Study the techniques and artworks of local artist Seb 

West.
● Use a range of mediums to create our own Seb West 

inspired artworks.
● Improve our mastery of these techniques through 

exploring and applying them.

Computing
● Be able to create and publish a simple app using 

AppShed.
● Be able to conceptualise their own app and build it.
● Explore some of the more advanced features 

available within AppShed and build them into their 
own App.  

PE  Outdoor Adventure/Orienteering/Team games

RE - Hinduism
● The origins of Hinduism.
● Places that are sacred including places of worship.
● Stories from the Vedas (Hindu religious texts) and 

what they reveal about Hindu beliefs.
● Some cultural practices such as weddings, dancing 

and traditional dress.

PSHE  Dreams and Goals & Healthy Me 

MFL (French) 
This term in French we will be learning and developing our 
vocabulary about weather, learning to describe the 
different types of weather and to understand the 
similarities and differences between home and French 
speaking countries.
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