
Y4 newsletter
We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a
happy new year and to thank parents and carers for their
support during the Autumn Term.  We are very much looking

forward to the term ahead, which promises to be incredibly busy
and packed with stimulating, motivating and fun learning experiences.

We have included general information about the term below, however should you have any
queries then please contact Mr Bowden or Miss Brown by either making an appointment or
dropping in after school.  Once again our best wishes for the New Year and thank you for your
continuing support.
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EPIC
Our topic this term is ‘Ancient Greece’. We will study many
aspects of Ancient Greek life including myths and legends,
gods and beliefs, the origins of the alphabet, the olympics
and democracy. We will be enriching learning by visiting
Truro Museum to take part in some Ancient Greek workshops
on Tuesday 29th January.

MATHS
In Year 4 our key learning focus to start the term is on
fractions, including addition and
subtraction of fractions, finding
equivalent fractions and finding
fractions of amounts.  We will
ensure pupils have numerous
learning opportunities to apply
these skills in context. As the
term progresses, we will be
learning key methods and
strategies within these topics:

•  Fractions
•  Decimals
•  Multiplication and division
•  2D and 3D shapes
•  Co-ordinates
•  Addition and subtraction

Throughout each lesson, pupils are encouraged to use their
new found skills and apply their knowledge in a practical way
which will provide them with key skills needed in everyday
life. It is vital that your child revisits their learning at home

so that the learning is not lost, especially their mental
arithemtic skills, including times tables. To help with this,
maths home learning will be set weekly in homelearning
books as well as on Mathletics and Timestable Rockstars.

ENGLISH
Linked to our ‘Ancient Greece’ topic, we
will be studying Homer’s classic ‘The
Odyssey’. Through this timeless story we
will be immersing ourselves in Greek
mythology and narrative, and using this
as a spring board to learn about
language, sentence structure and
grammar. We will be writing instructions,
recounts and poetry inspired by the
events in the story. We will also be
writing an epic adventure story of our own, allowing children
to be creative and use their knowledge of this fascinating
historical period. 

Spelling will happen for 15 minutes every day, revisiting
spelling rules and patterns to make sure they are embedded.
Pupils will be given a list of bronze, silver and gold words
linked to their spelling learning that week. The list will be
handed out at the beginning of each half term with words
for the half term. All pupils will be given the same lists. Pupils
will be encouraged to learn words each week, choosing from
bronze, silver and gold words or all of them and will be
quizzed together in class on Fridays. Please help your child
by encouraging them to revisit their targeted spellings and
to help them practise their times tables daily also: just fifteen
minutes a day can make a HUGE difference. 
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READING
Guided reading will be taught for 30
minutes each day. During reading
sessions we will be exploring chapters and
extracts from ‘Percy Jackson and the
Lightning Thief’. Our focus will be on
developing children’s reading
comprehension skills, as well as improving
their fluency when reading. 

We will be using an approach to reading comprehension
called - VIPERS, which stands for:

It is the expectation that children visit the library regularly
and are encouraged to have 1 fiction book and 1 non-fiction
book to read. As part of home learning children are expected
to read every night and Year 4 are encouraged to read 
6 pages per night with this being recorded in their reading
diaries. Children are able to write in their own reading diaries
as long as an adult signs. Reading at home will be monitored
through daily checks.

READING DIARIES
It is expected that children bring their reading diary to school
every day so that we may communicate with you more easily
should the need arise, not only to record if your child has
been heard to read but also as a means of communicating
any other information we feel it is important to
communicate. Pupils will also be given a homelearning book
where their tasks will be recorded. 

PE
Each Year 4 Class will have PE on Wednesdays
and Fridays. However, it is requested that
children have PE kit in school at all times
as these days may be subject to
change on occasion.  

Children with long hair must bring a hair band to tie it back,
for health and safety reasons, and all jewellery must be
removed. Please bring in an envelope or small box for any
earrings to be put into to keep them clean. 

HOME LEARNING
Home learning will be handed out on
Wednesday and will need to be
handed in on the following
Monday. Home learning tasks
will be to consolidate or apply
learning in class and children will
be encouraged to do the home
learning in the order it is set
in.  Home learning will be
differentiated where
appropriate. If you have
any concerns at all, do not
hesitate to come and speak to us.



Ancient Greece

Trip: Truro Museum Ancient 
Greek workshop

Launch Day: Ancient Greek 
feast

Science

● Explain how sounds are made.
● Explore how sound travels. 
● Experiment with pitch.
● Understand how sound changes over 

distance.
● Know how our ears receive sound.
● Investigate which materials absorb sound.

History

● Understand who the Ancient Greeks 
were

● Study Ancient Greek life
● Explore the history of the olympics
● Understand the importance of the Greek 

Alphabet
● Learn Ancient Greek Myths and Legends 
● Explore Greek gods and beliefs

Cross-Curricular Maths

● Word problems involving Ancient Greek 
scenarios. 

● Linking shapes with Greek designs and 
architecture.

Geography

● Understand where Greece is.
● Research facts about Greece.
● Explore the physical features of Greece.
● Compare climates of the mediterranean 

and the UK.

DT

● Greek food recipes.
● Models of Greek buildings.
● Design and create a Greek sandal. 

Writing

● Recount ‘The Trojan war’
● Poetry ‘Sensory and Haiku’
● Instructions ‘How to escape from a 

cyclops’
● Narrative ‘An adventure in Ancient Greece’
● Biography ‘The life of an Ancient Greek’

Music

● Explore creating music inspired by the 
‘Song of the Sirens’ from The Odyssey

● Explore rhythms and the changing of 
tempo and dynamics. 

Art

● Design and create Ancient Greek pottery, 
using paints. 

● Explore with clay to create Greek pottery

Computing

● We are Game Developers (Scratch)
● We are Presenters (iMovie)

PE  Swimming & Gymnastics RE  Islam
PSHE  Dreams and Goals (Steeple Woods) 
& Healthy Me
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