
Y3 newsletter
Happy New Year! Welcome back to a term crammed with
exciting learning.

The EPIC theme for the Spring Term is ‘Ancient Egypt’, taking a
close look at how Ancient Egypt has shaped Egypt today and how the

Egyptians lived thousands of years ago. The majority of the term will be spent immersed in this
fascinating and sometimes gruesome topic!
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EPIC
The focus of our topic ‘Ancient Egypt’ will be on human and
animal behaviours in extreme situations. Our questions to
investigate over the term are:

What are the main attractions of modern Egypt? 
How did the Ancient Egyptians use the River Nile? 
How did the Ancient Egyptians bury their dead?
How and why were the pyramids built?
Who was Cleopatra?

The pupils will start the term by mapping the main tourist
attractions in Egypt and imagining what it would be like to
visit these places as a tourist. The information gathered will
be used to write an exciting travel blog of our adventures.
We will also follow the River Nile on its journey from source
to river mouth, taking mental images of what scenes we may
see along the way. These images will then be used to create
artwork using a variety of printing techniques. 

Having learnt about
the Nile in the
present day, we will
take a trip back
through time to
understand why the
Nile was so important for Ancient Egyptians. We will learn
about just some of the 2000 Egyptian Gods and their
believed roles of protection. The most gory part of this topic
will be learning about the process of mummification and
how important it was to preserve the bodies for afterlife. Our
creative skills will come in handy when we design our own
cartouche and canopic jars, which we will make out of clay
and use our knowledge of hieroglyphics to decorate them. 

The children will become detectives to try and work out who
did actually build the pyramids using various forms of
evidence. They will learn how the pyramids played an
important part in helping the rich and important succeed in
the afterlife and about the different kinds of pyramid that
were built. Pupils will understand where Cleopatra fits into
Egyptian history and learn and understand the story of her

life. During this unit of learning pupils will examine a variety
of historical sources and begin to understand and decide
whether these are reliable or not.

Monday 21st January - Ancient Egypt
Launch Day!
Year 3 pupils can come into school on this day
dressed up as someone linked to our topic.
Ideas may include dressing as an explorer, an
Egyptian pharaoh or bringing in a prop that is
linked to Egypt. 

MATHS
Year 3 will be absolutely immersed in Ancient Egypt so we
aim to harness this positive learning energy and apply it in
mathematics to make our learning ‘real’. We will be using
our measuring skills to measure out the sphinx, counting and
calculating using the Egyptian number
system, making 3D pyramids and many other
things! Alongside this we will be honing our
written and mental strategies – adding and
subtracting 2 and 3 digit numbers, getting
to the answer as quickly and accurately as
possible with a focus on applying the best
strategy for each calculation. 

We will also be looking at fractions identifying and finding
1/2, 1/4, 3/4, 1/3, 2/3 of amounts of shapes. We will also be
moving onto finding fractions of amounts; using our division
facts is crucial in this! Times tables and telling the time are
two areas which we will focus on in class but are also areas
that need to be drip fed constantly at home for success.
Telling the time is a difficult concept for many children, so
referring to the time at any given opportunity will support
your child in succeeding. Both digital and analogue clocks
are taught explicitly at school, starting with o’clock, moving
onto half past, quarter past and quarter to, and then the aim
is to get all children telling the time to the nearest 5 minutes
by the end of Year 3!
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SPELLING
A new set of spellings for the first half term will be given out
during the first week back. The children have all been so
positive during our spelling quizzes on a Friday and it is
wonderful to see them all stretching themselves personally
doing the best they can each week. We endeavour to practise
the words from the lists on a daily basis, using a variety of
strategies but again we would kindly ask for your support to
practise their weekly words throughout each week. 

READING
We will be using a variety of non-fiction texts to help us
increase our knowledge of Ancient Egypt. In guided reading
sessions we will study our chosen book ‘Secrets of a Sun King’
by unpicking the plot, exploring characters and getting to
grips with the author’s use of language as well as using text
evidence and learning how to back up our opinions using the
information read. 

We will be using an approach to reading comprehension
called - VIPERS, which stands for:

We have attached a list of age appropriate texts/books for
Year 3 and your child is encouraged to visit ‘The Hive’
regularly. 

COMPUTING
We will continue to use Google Classroom as a place to share
our learning. We will also use Scratch to create our own
Ancient Egyptian animations! In addition to this there is also
a range of activities to be completed on Mathletics,
Spellodrome and Times Tables Rockstars! Your child has the
internet address and relevant passwords in their school diary
and all children have used the sites at school. Please ask if
there are any problems.

PSHE
We will continue to follow ‘Jigsaw’ (a personal, social, health
and economic education scheme of work) this term with our
focus on ‘Dreams and Goals’ and ‘Healthy Me’. The Jigsaw
vision helps children to understand and value who they are
and how they fit and contribute to the world, as well as how
to look after themselves. 

SPANISH
Year 3 will be building on the fantastic fundamental phrases
of Spanish learnt last term! We will be introducing more
useful vocabulary such as colours, numbers to 10 and days
of the week.

PE
We will be diving straight into PE with
swimming lessons at St Ives leisure centre
this term!  There will be two 30 minute
lessons a week (Wednesday and Friday
afternoons) over the course of the first half of
the term.  This is a fantastic opportunity for all pupils,
regardless of their current ability, as there will be
opportunities for all to develop their own confidence and
skills in the water; such an important life skill considering our
close proximity to the sea. We kindly ask for your support in
providing your children with the appropriate clothing and kit
necessary; plastic bag, goggles, towel, swimsuit/shorts.

During the second part of the term we will be focusing on
dance. We will look at the fundamentals of movement,
coordination and teamwork. As the weeks progress we will
also be aiming to apply these skills to create our own Ancient
Egyptian themed dance.  

* Our first half term will be swimming (Wednesdays and
Fridays). After the half term break, PE will normally be on
Tuesday or Thursday. However, it is expected that a NAMED
full PE kit will be in school every day. Children with long hair
need to have a hairband to tie hair back.

OTHER INFORMATION
* Home learning will be given out on Wednesdays and
handed in on the following Monday, enabling the children
to complete  the activities at the weekend or home learning
club (Wednesday after school). Children are expected to
complete both English and Maths activities as it is a superb
way for them to consolidate learning covered in class. 

* A water bottle to bring into school is recommended, as then
children are able to drink it at their desk and take it with them
when we learn outside.

*At 12.00-12.15 daily, we will continue to take part in ‘Mile
a day’. This is time when we develop fitness on a daily basis,
raising the profile of healthy living and exercise.

As always, please do not hesitate to come to see us with any
queries or concerns. This can be done informally before or
after school, or you can make an appointment to see us with
Mrs Prescott.

Thanks for your support,
Mr Cooley, Ms Hart & Mrs Hosking.



Ancient Egypt in Y3

Launch Day: Egyptian 
Exploration

Science (Rocks and fossils)

● Asking relevant questions and using different 
types of scientific enquiries to answer them.

● Setting up simple scientific enquiries.
● Making systematic observations of rocks.
● Compare and group together different kinds of 

rocks.
● Learn the names of rocks.
● Understand how rocks are formed.
● Describe how fossils are formed.

History

● Studying how the Egyptians used the River Nile.
● Researching who Cleopatra was.
● Investigating how the Egyptians buried their 

dead.
● Recognise what a sphinx was and why it was 

important to the Egyptians.
● Identify how and when the pyramids were built.

Cross-Curricular Maths

● Measuring area and perimeter of pyramids.
● Learning 3d Shape names.
● Counting and calculating using the Egyptian 

number system.
 

Geography

● Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
on Africa in particular Egypt.

● Compare the human and physical geography of 
places.

● Describe and make observations of the places 
studied.

DT

● I can use mechanical systems such as levers to 
create movement - Pyramid building.

● Make a strong stiff shell structure - Canopic 
Jars.

● Design and make a product fit for purpose.

Writing

● Persuasive writing- Egypt travel advert.
● Write a letter from a Pharaoh.
● Character description - Cleopatra
● Story - Escape from the Pyramids

Music

● Compose and perform Egyptian music.
● Listen with attention to detail, self and peer 

assessing group performances. 
● Develop an understanding of the history of music.
● Appreciate and understand a wide range of 

recorded music. 

Art

● Explore various methods for printing.
● Mix and select appropriate colours.
● Use relief as a method of creating a repeated 

pattern.
● Evaluate and improve designs to create finished 

piece.

Computing

● We are programmers & Bug Fixers- Cleopatra 
Story - Animation in Scratch

● We are Programmers- Writing and 
programming our own games.

PE (Swimming and Dance)

● Improve water confidence, skills and safety.
● Understand, perform and evaluate our own 

Egyptian dance routines.

RE (Christianity)

● God - The Nature of God, Descriptions of God, 
Evidence of God.

● Jesus - Jesus as a historical figure, Key events 
in Jesus’ life, Jesus in the Christian experience. PSHE 

● Going for Goals- Overcoming challenges, 
setting targets for myself, identify and tackling 
obstacles to my goals.

● Healthy Me- Keeping fit, drugs - legal and 
illegal, making safe choices






	Year 3 - Spring 2019
	img360

